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(0llege Women and Race Surcide

Does Higher Education Unfit Them for Marriage and Nlotherfrood ?

By WILLIAM S. SADLER, M. D.

D /' OTHERCRAFT should be taught in
1 season and out of season in our edu-
cational system. Motherhood should
be elevated and extolled in the eyes of our
young women from the later years of high school
throughout their college careers. The young
woman should be taught that she does not
have to choose between marriage and a career,
but that in a large number of cases 2 woman
may have both. Many a professional woman
to-day is successful in a career, and at the same
time is rearing a reasonable-sized family and
enjoying all thic normal blessings of married life
with home and children. This is one of the
great reasons why the eugenist favors coeduca-
tion, and the biologist sanctions every opporru-
nity for superior young people to meet, fall in
love, marry and raise families.

The first difficulty we confront is the failure
of many women belonging to the supposedly
superior clisses to marry. Let us analyze the
situation in this way: Of every two hundred
babies born to first-class American stock, 103
will be boys and 97 girls. By the time these
girls grow up to be twenty years of age, on an
average, about 20 will have died, leaving only
77 women of marriageable age to whom we
must look for the reproduction of the various
racial elements of the nation.
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would necessitate a further deduction of two,
thus leaving fifty women out of every one hun-
dred who would probably be able to yield off-
spring throughout the child-bearing period of
life. Thus having started out with two hundred
children born to American parents, it tums out
that only fifty of them can be depended upon

.for bearing our future citizens. In other words,

of all the babies born in the country, only
twenty-five per cent of them can and do become
actual mothers in reproducing the next gen-
eration.

it is thus evident, in studying infant mor-
tality rates, that every woman who does bear
children must bear at least four to enable the
race to hold its own. Race suicide confrints
us if every child-bearing mother does not, on
the average, produce these four offspring, for
the production of three children apiece wculd
not enable thg race to quite hold its own.

Now we are aware of the more recent prepa-
ganda that quality is what is desired in off-
spring, not quantity, and while it is true o a
general way, at the same time, after we Fave
done our best to improve the quality of the
next generation, we must see to it that a s.ffi.
cient quantity is also afforded to provide for
proper replacement of the preceding generat on.
Quantity is not so important, as compared witk,
guality, until it reaches a certain minimum

moderate increase, a steady, gradual, healthy
growth.

We would welcome a decline in the birth rate
of some classes of the population, but the diff-
culty is that the tendency toward decline in
reproduction is ariong the very classes that are
necessary to national development and soli-
darity, whereas the inferior classes continue to
reproduce in a vigorous fashion, showing no
evidence at all of any decline in the birth rate.

The decline in birth rat: at the present time
is taking place in those strata of society from
which we secure our leaders, the type of men
and women who become pioneers and organ-
izers in commerce, industry, politics, literature,
art, religion, science, and so on. In other
words, race.suicide is start ng n not among the
lower social orders, but among the so-callec
native-Anmerican stock, frem which in the past
we have secured o 1r eminent men and women.

The I mportant Quzstion %-c/dy

IF WE have only three caildr:n per family, it
has been calculzted that at 1he end of 2 hun-
dred years each thousand j ersons to-day would
then he represented by only 87 individuals.
This is on the supposition that the death rate is
15 per 1000 of pop tiation.

Now let us Jonke fir 9 manees ae ehe e 1
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tion, and the biclogist sanctions every opportu-
nity for superior young people tc meet, fall in
love, marry and raise families.

The first difficulty we confront is the failure
of many women belonging to the supposedly
superior classes to marry. Let us analyze the
situation in this way: Of every two hundred
babies born to first-class American stock, 103
will be boys and 97 girls. By the time these
girls grow up to be twenty years of age, on an
average, about 20 will have died, leaving only
77 women of marriageable age to whom we
must look for the reproduction of the vanous
racial elements of the nation.

A Little HNatter of Statistics

UT not all of these seventy-seven women
will marry. The investigations made by
Sprague and others in the consideration of this
problem are very illuminating. For instance,
in certain sections of New England studied the
marriageable women between twenty and
thirty-five were found to show one-fifth spin-
sters, On the other hand, in investigatidns in
connection with agricultural colleges it was
found that only about one-tenth of the mar-
riageable women were spinsters, suggesting
that the daughters of farmers marry more gen-
erally than those of some other classes.

From all investigations available it would
seem that about fifteen per cent of native Amer-
ican women of the better class do not marry, at
least during the child-bearing period. Now if
we deduct this number from our supposed 77

possible wives out of approximately a hundred, -

it leaves us only 65. Now it has been further
shown, for instance among the native married
women of Massachusetts, that twenty per cent
do not bear children. So, if we deduct these
13 childless women from our 65 possible wives,
it leaves us 52 potential child-bearing women
out of 97, among the superior classes of society,
who are the sole hope of the future of the race.

If we further allow that four or five per cent
of child-bearing women meet with such acci-
denis as tendency toward preinitare Lirth, or
become afflicted with some disease during the
child-bearing period of life, or through surgical
operations, after having horne one or more chil-
dren, are rendered unable to bear more, it

race 1o noa 1ws uwie -
us if every child-bearing mother does not, on
the average, produce these four of'spring, for
the production of three children aniecc would
not enable thg race to quite hold its cwn.
Now we are aware of the more rucent propa-
ganda that quality is what is desired in off-
spring, not quantity, and while it is truc in a
general way, & the same time, after we have
done our best to improve the quality of the
next generation, we must see to it that a suffi-
cient quantity is also afforded to provide for
proper replacement of the precedin,; generation.
Quantity is not so important, as corpared with
quality, until it reaches a certain minimum
which presages race suicide if the cecline is not
arrested. The writer fears the result upon the
race consciousness of the nation of this doctrine
of quality versus quantity if the shortsighted
and dangerous elements in it are not recognized
and avoided. There is much plausible truth in
the teaching, but it is obvious that it is highly
dangerous if carried too far.

ANGLA osaea

The Flaw in the Plea for Lipitation

TRENGTH of inherited character and su-
perior tacial qualities are, of course, the
most desirable elements to wish for in any state
or nation; but if this element of supposed
eugenic teaching is carried too far —for instance,
if the superior families of this country average
only one child apiece and we o nothing to
restrict reproduction on the part of the inferior
classes—where will this country be in a hundred
years? ‘Who will dominate and determine the
character of our civilization two or three gen-
erations hence? No matter what the plea for
this undue limiting of the size of the family,
whether it be economic, social or ethical, the
character of the pretense is of little consequence;
the practical result will be the extinction of the
stock of those who preach or practice this ex-
treme doctrine of undue limitation of offspring
in accordance with the modern slogan of
quality of offspring versus quantity.

This does not mean that we are contending
for a nigh birth raicus a virtue in end of itself.
Eugenists are not advocating eriormous families
just for the sake of speedy quantitative increase
in the population. Eugenics is satisfied with a
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~words, race saicide is Starting uinot anou,

lower sociid orders, but among the so-called
nitive-Ameriw:an stock, from which in the past
we have sccured our eminent men and women.

The Tmportant Question To-dav

F WE ha-e only three children per farrily, it

has been calculated that at the end of & hun-
dred year:. each thousand persons to-day we wald
then be represenied by only 687 individuals.
This is on the sunvosition that the death riteis
15 per 1006 ot population.

Now let us ookt for a minute at the interior
strata of saciety. Fven though they have a
higher death rate—say, 20 ver 1000 popula-
tion—suppose they reproduce at only the mod-
erate rate of 33 per thousand, which weuld be
only thiriecn more than are aieeded to balance
their highe- death rate; at the end of a hundred
years each thous: nd persons now would be rep-
Tesented by 3600, If, then, the superior and
inferior elements of saciety started out exactly
equal, at the end of a century the 1atic would
be 1:6, v-hile in two hundred years i© would be
1:30. It ic evident that it would require only a
very few yenerations for the superior, and at
present dominating, American stocks to com-
mit race suicide, to be utterly and forever
swamped in this biologic flood of predominant
but inferior fertility.

The imHortant question for us to ask to-day
is, From what levels of society are we recruiting
the race; who are the parents of the offspring
who are t> become the controlling factors of the
next generation?

Until about fifty years ago it was the proper
thing in all English-speaking countries for the
better rlasses of society to have large families,
but a gradual change has been taking place re-
garding this matter. Now large families are rare
in the upper classes of the community, and even
in the ranks of the skilled artisans, but the same
old-fasained large families still come to the
homes of the thriftless, the unskilled laborer
and the feeble-minded and lower classes of the
cocial srier. .\t least it has become true of the
better classes of knglish-speaking peoples——and

(#Tontinued on Page 58)
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